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PRESIDENT OBAMA PROCLAIMS JANUARY 2012 AS NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH

President Barack Obama issued a proclamation designating January 2012 National Mentoring Month: “Every day, mentors help young Americans face the challenges of growing into adulthood. By setting a positive example and sharing their time, knowledge, and experience, mentors play an essential role in preparing our Nation's youth for a bright future. During National Mentoring Month, we celebrate the contributions of all those who cultivate a supportive environment for the next generation, and we recommit to expanding mentorship opportunities across our country.”

In January 2012, Bay Area Mentoring’s 20 member programs will be reaching out to more teens and adults, urging them to serve as volunteer mentors to 2,500 children and youth waiting to be matched. The need for positive and caring role models to connect with children in their own communities is greater than ever. Sarah Kremer, Program Director of Friends for Youth’s Mentoring Institute and Coordinator for Bay Area Mentoring, says, “Mentors are needed now more than ever to motivate, inspire, and listen to young people lacking positive, stable adult role models. By showing up consistently, you can build a relationship that can last a lifetime and have a tremendous impact on a young person.”

Recent research backs up these claims: youth involved in mentoring relationships are seen to benefit from the presence of a supportive adult, resulting in reduced delinquency and gang involvement as well as improved academic performance and attendance (Rhodes & DuBois, 2008). This year’s campaign is “Invest in the Future – Become a Mentor.” As one mentee says, "I thank my mentor for coming into my life, teaching me about new foods and showing me the different opportunities I have in life to become what I want to be later in my future." Mentors and mentees from various programs across the Bay Area are available for interviews.
General Colin L. Powell headlines this year’s National Mentoring Month volunteer recruitment drive. In the PSA prepared for broadcast on television and radio, General Powell says, “Our nation’s future success depends on how well we prepare our young people to thrive in a highly competitive world. You can play an important role in helping a young person achieve success by volunteering as a mentor.”
Last year, more than 500,000 individuals across the country responded to the campaign by seeking information about local mentoring programs in need of more volunteers. Bay Area Mentoring programs served more than 6,300 children and youth last year, but need at least 2,500 more in 2012 for those waiting to be matched. This January, Golden State Warriors honor Bay Area Mentoring programs by donating tickets to mentors and mentees for a home game.
Spearheaded by the Harvard Mentoring Project of the Harvard School of Public Health, MENTOR, and the Corporation for National and Community Service, January 2012 will mark the 13h anniversary of National Mentoring Month, an annual media campaign to recruit volunteer mentors for young people. As the lead local partner, Bay Area Mentoring is the designated partnership in the San Francisco Bay Area responsible for coordinating local campaign activities.

For additional information about National Mentoring Month: www.serve.gov/mentor
For a list of 10 Things to Do in January: www.nationalmentoringmonth.org
For member programs of Bay Area Mentoring: www.bayareamentoring.org
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